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are also set up in places where a person has been slam or
woundedl
1 ' Cairns' of this kind are frequently connected with the dead—
On many a cairn's grey pyramid,
Where urns of mighty chiefs he hid,
says Scott, vide The Lay of the  Last  Minstrel,  Canto in, 29,  and
Note 2, tt
Doorgawutee, Queen Regent of Gurh Mundela, was killed m action
against the troops of Akbar, tinder Asuf Khan, or rather, as an inscription
of her family asserts (Vide As Sea tv, p 437),' Doorgawutee, who was
' mounted on an elephant, severed her own head with a scimitar she
' held in her hand, she reached the supreme spirit, pierced the Btm s
' orb' [For the story of Rani Durgavatl, regent of Gondwana, who
stabbed herself after being defeated by Asaf Khan, between Garha and
Mandla in the Jabalpur district, 1564, see V A Smith, Aisbar (1917),
p 69 ff , Tod, Annals of Rajasthan, Oxford, 1920, 11 747 ] ' She
' was interred at the place where she fell' (says a writer in Sen As
Soc Journal, vi, 628),' and on her tomb to this day the passing stranger
' thinks it necessary to place, as a votive offering, one of the fairest he
' can find of those beautiful specimens of white crystal in which the hills
' in this quarter abound Two rocks he by her side, which are supposed
' by the people to be her drums converted into stone , and strange stones
' are told of their being still occasionally heard to sound in the stillness
' of the night by the people of the nearest villages '
' The well known practice among the Highlanders,' says Logan, in
his Scottish Gael, n, 371, ( of throwing a stone to a cairn on passing, is
' connected with two different feelings In the one case, it arose from
' the respect which was had for the deceased, whose memory they wished
' to prolong by increasing the size of nis funeral mount, and hence arose
' a saying intended to gratify a person while alive that the speaker
' should not fail to add stones to the cairn It would appear that the
' soul was considered much pleased with this attention, and with the
' honour of a great monument, m which respect the old Germans seem
e to have differed from the Celts, for they raised sods of earth only above
'the grave, conceiving that large monuments were grievous to the
' deceased The other motive for throwing stones to augment a cairn
' was to mark with execration the burial place of a criminal, the practice,
' according to Dr Smith, having been instituted by the Druids. It is
' curious that the same method should be adopted with views so different,
* yet the fact is so, and the author has often, in his youth, 'passed the grave
' of a suicide, on which, according to custom, he never failed tofltng a stone
1 The true motive, in this case, seems to have been to appease the spirit
' which, ly the Celtic Mythology, teas doomed to hover beside the unhattmced
' sepvlchre.'
The following occurs in the notes to an Aberdeenshire poem, called
' the Don,' in reference to the district of Alford —

